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A well-chosen regional development strategy
can ensure positive changes in the quality and
standard of living of the local population, create
conditions for balanced reproductive processes,
taking into account the potential of the region and
the influence of numerous external and internal
factors. The clarity of understanding its essence
determines the range of tasks that can be set and
solved. Therefore, understanding the essence
of the regional development strategy and for-
mulating this definition in the context of modern
changes is relevant.

The aim of the article is to analyze the essence
of the definition of "Regional Development Strat-
egy" and propose recommendations for its clar-
ification.

The article examines the essence of the con-
cepts of "region", "development”, and "strategy"
based on the analysis of scientific sources and
formulates an original definition of "regional
development strategy". Based on the research
results, it is noted that scholars highlight the
following characteristic features of the regional
development strategy: understanding of goals,
pathways, mechanisms; target benchmarks;
direction for achieving goals, development
trajectory; action plan; a set of priorities and
management actions; a set of measures; and a
focus on improvement.

The regional development strategy is proposed
to be understood as a comprehensive target
action program based on the maximum utilization
of the existing potential of an economically and
administratively autonomous part of the coun-
try’s territory. It aims to ensure balanced repro-
ductive  socio-ecological-economic  processes
with positive dynamics and sustainable devel-
opment. Such an understanding of the essence
of the regional development strategy allows for
not underestimating the strategy's significance (in
comparison with a plan or model), independently
determining target priorities for positive dynamic
transformations, taking into account the specific
potential and needs of the region.

Key words: strategy, development, region,
resources, movement, process, dynamics, repro-
duction, territory.

Bdasio obpaHa pezioHasibHa cmpamezisi po3-
BUMKY 30amHa 3abe3neqyumu no3umusHi 3MiHU
Y sKOCMI [ PiBHI XUMMST MICYEB020 Hace/IeHHsl,
cmBsopumu ymMosu 07151 36a/1aHCoBaHUX 8idmso-
PoBa/IbHUX MPOUECIB 3 ypaxyBaHHSIM MOMeH-
yiasy peeioHy i Brausy YUCE/IbHUX 30BHIWHIX i
BHYMPIWHIX YUHHUKIB. BIO 4imKocmi po3yMiHHSI
i cymHocmi 3anexumb KoMriekc 3adad, SKi
MOXymb 6ymu rocmagseHi U supilueri. Biomak,
PO3yMiHHS1 cymHocmi cmpameaii po3sumky peai-
OHy, YimKe hopMy/IH0BaHHS Yb020 BU3HAYEHHSI
B KOHMeKCMI Cy4acHUX 3MiH € akmya/ibHUM.
Memoto cmammi € 30iliCHeHHs1 aHaslizy cym-
Hocmi OecpiHiyii «Cmpameeisi possuUmMKy peai-
OHy» ma 3anporoHysamu pekomeHoayii ujooo
(i020 YMOYHEHHS.

Y cmammi 00C/OXeHO CymHiCMb MOHAMb
«PEe2ioH», «PO3BUMOK», «Cmpameaisi» Ha OCHOBI
aHasisy Haykosux dxepes1 ma cqhopmy/ibosaHe
B/1aCHe BU3Ha4YEHHSI «Cmpameaii po3sumKy peai-
OHy». 3a pesysibmamamu nposedeHo20 90c/li-
OXEHHs1 BIO3Ha4YeHo, WO HayKosyi BUOIISIIOMb
maki XxapakmepHi ocobsiugocmi cmpameaii pos-
BUMKY Pe2ioHy: PO3yMiHHS yinel, W/isixig, mexa-
HI3MIB; Ui/IbOBI OpieHMUpU; HarpsiMm 00Csi2HeHb
yinel; HanpsiM po3suUMKy; rn/iaH oill; CyKynHiCmb
rpiopumemis, ynpasiHCbKuX Oili; CyKyrnHiCmb
3ax00i8; CrpsIMOBaHICMb Ha MOKPALYEHHSI.

1i0 cmpameeieto po3sUMKy pezioHy 3arporo-
HOBaHO PO3yMimu maky KOMI/IEKCHY Ui/lbosy
npozpamy Oill, sika 3aCHOBYEMbLCSI HA MaKCu-
Ma/IbHOMY BUKOPUCMaHHI HasiBHO20 OMeH-
yiasly caMocmiliHoi 8 €KOHOMIYHOMY | aOMiHi-
CMpPamuBHo-NPasoBoMy  PO3YMIHHI  4aCmUuHi
mepumopii kpaiHu i crpsiMosaHa Ha 3abes-
MeYeHHs1 36a/1aHCoBaHUX  BIOMBOPHOBAIbHUX
COYi0-eK0/1020-eKOHOMIYHUX MPOYECIB 3 M03U-
MUBHOK GUHaMIKOO ma CMilikoao PO3BUMKY.
Take poO3yMiHHSI CymHocmi cmpameeii po3-
BUMKY peaioHy 00380/I5I€ He 3MeHWyBamu 3Ha-
4eHHs1 cmpamegil (MOopIBHIOKOYU I 3 N1aHOM YU
3 MOOe//I0), caMoCmIlHO BU3HaYamu Yinbosi
npiopumemu 07159  MO3UMUBHUX OUHaMIYHUX
nepemsopeHb 3 ypaxysaHHsM CrieyugbiyHo2o
romeHuyiasly ma rnompeé pezioHy.

KniouoBi cnoBa: cmpamezis, pO3BUMOK,
pezioH, pecypcu, pyx, fpoyec, ouHamika, Bio-
MBOPEHHS, MepPUMOpIsi.

Introduction. A well-chosen regional devel-
opment strategy can ensure positive changes
in the quality and standard of living of the
local population, create conditions for bal-
anced reproductive processes, considering the
region’s potential and the influence of numer-
ous external and internal factors. Therefore,
understanding the essence of the regional
development strategy and clearly formulating
this definition is crucial.

Analysis of Recent Research and Publi-
cations. The peculiarities of regional develop-
ment strategies have been examined by such-
scholarsasVakhovychl.[1],ProsovychO.,Bonda-
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renko Yu., and Pryima L. [2], Bohashko O. [3],
Zveriakova M., Klevtsevych N., and Sharag O.
[4], Lebedynska O. and Valentniuk I. [5], Putsen-
teilo P. and Zavytiy O. [6], Cherevko O. [7], Naza-
rova M. I. [8], Konarivska O., Yakovyshyna M., and
Hordiichuk A. [9], Sukhorukov A. and Kharazi-
shvili Yu. [10], Bakush H. and Shymko S. [11],
PustovarV. [12], Baviko O. [13], Moshkina D. [14],
Kukharska N. [4; 15], Shpylova V. [16], lichuk V.,
Khomenko 1., and Lysenko I. [17], Tulchynska S.
[18], and others. However, in our opinion, there
is an urgent need to review these definitions
in the context of new goals and objectives facing
regions and regional strategic planning.
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The aim of the article is to analyze the
essence of the definition of "Regional Deve-
lopment Strategy” and provide recommendations
for its clarification.

Results. The essence of the definition of
"Regional Development Strategy” should be
considered in the context of the components of
this concept. Logically, the concept of a regional
development strategy should generalize the com-
ponents of three definitions (region, develop-
ment, strategy). Let’s analyze them.

Vakhovych |. M. defines a "region” as a rel-
atively integral reproductive socio-ecologi-
cal-economic system of a territory that is an
autonomous administrative and legal compo-
nent of a country, distinguished by its economic
and geographical location, a complex of natural,
labor, material, and financial resources, struc-
ture and specialization of the economy, common
ecological problems, and a high level of internal
socio-economic ties [1].

Prosovych O. P, Bondarenko Yu. G., and
Pryima L. R. define a "region™ as a complex mul-
ti-level structure consisting of many elements,
the main ones being economic, financial, social,
informational, and ecological, etc. [2].

Bohashko O. L. proposes considering a region
as an integral territorial part of the country that
possesses a complex of natural, material, labor,
informational, and other resources, which deter-
mine its specialization and directions of economic
activity within the national economic system, con-
tribute to economic independence in resolving
vital issues, and ensure the reproductive devel-
opment process [3, p. 8].

Zveriakov M. 1., Kukharska N. O., Klevtse-
vych N. A., and Sharah O. S. define a "region”
as a reproductive system with a complex econ-
omy; a social system with national, historical,
and cultural characteristics of the territory and
a special community of people with certain tra-
ditions and lifestyles; and a managed and gov-
erning system associated with the administra-
tive-territorial division of Ukraine. In their opinion,
a region is a relatively economically independ-
ent system, formed by the absence of directive
state intervention, the degree of provision with
natural-economic and financial resources for
independent, responsible, and interested reso-
lution of socio-economic issues [4, pp. 36-37].

Lebedynska O. and Valentyk |. note that a
region is an integral system with structure, func-
tions, connections, history, culture, and living
conditions [5].

Putsenteilo P. R. and Zavytii O. P. state that
considering a region as a society allows for the
study of institutional factors: the power system,
local legislative framework, cultural traditions,

reproduction and placement of labor resources,
education, and healthcare [6].

Therefore, summarizing the above, we under-
stand a region as an integral socio-ecologi-
cal-economic system of the territory, which has
distinctive (natural, geographical, economic,
social, etc.) characteristics and potential (i.e.,
opportunities and resources) for reproduction.

Vakhovych I. M. defines "development” as
an objective multidimensional (through gradual
transformations) process of change character-
ized by irreversibility, purposefulness, functional
and structural shifts in the system, leading to an
improvement in its qualitative and quantitative
state [1].

Cherevko O. V. alsodefinesthe socio-economic
development of a region as an objective process
and specifies that it occurs under the influence of
historical, resource-based, geographical, demo-
graphic, and other factors [7, p. 8].

Putsenteilo P. R. and Zavytii O. P. point out
that development allows for ensuring positive
dynamics in the quality and standard of living of
the population, creating conditions for a sustain-
able, balanced reproductive process, taking into
account the region’'s potential and the interaction
of numerous factors [6].

Nazarova M. |. notes that economic develop-
ment is not so much about quantitative growth as
it is about qualitative changes [8].

Konarivska O. B., Yakovyshyna M. S., and
Hordiichuk A. O. define development as a process
consisting of multiple states, aimed at qualitative
transformations of the object under the influence
of external and internal environments, which allow
for increased efficiency of activity [9].

We align with the view of Konarivska O. B.,
Yakovyshyna M. S., and Hordiichuk A. O., who
analyzed the essence of the "development” cate-
gory and noted that scholars consider it through a
series of other concepts, such as [9]:

— movement,

— process,

— dynamics,

— result,

— changes,

— property,

— regularity.

Thus, the development is understood as
a balanced reproductive process with positive
dynamics.

Putsenteilo P. R. and Zavytii O. P. define "strat-
egy"” as a way to achieve a certain goal, a specific
developed step-by-step postulate that antici-
pates specific actions in the decision-making
process [6].

SukhorukovA. |. and KharazishviliYu. M. under-
stand "strategy” as a program for achieving a
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large-scale goal that is resource-balanced, coor-
dinated across management levels, and sup-
ported by legal levers and economic motivations
[10, p. 44].

Bakush H. M. and Shymko S. A. define "strat-
egy"” as a long-term, qualitatively defined direc-
tion of an object's behavior, which relates to its
development, methods, and ways [11].

Konarivska O. B., Yakovyshyna M. S., and
Hordiichuk A. O. state that the definitions of "strat-
egy" provided by scholars describe the behavio-
ral motives of choosing strategic tasks and pri-
orities. They believe that such an understanding
is productive and important for comprehending
the regularities of strategic behavior of activity
subjects but is of little use for economic analysis
and forecasting [9].

Thus, it must be noted down that the term
“strategy” is understood as a comprehensive
action program for achieving a large-scale stra-
tegic goal.

Pustovar V. V. interprets the "strategic develop-
ment” of a region as the development of effective
measures to improve the qualitative and quanti-
tative indicators of the region's socio-economic
development in the long term, which involves
adjusting the set tasks and types of resource
engagement. Its foundation lies in the principles
of socio-economic development, which involves
utilizing limited resources and satisfying all needs
both within and beyond the region [12]. We con-
cur with the majority of the theses presented in
this definition; however, it is necessary to clar-
ify that modern strategic development involves
changes not only in the long-term but also in the
medium-term perspective.

Bavyko O. Ye. notes that the "strategy for the
development of the regional economic space”
should ensure balanced growth of all forms of
capital, whose structure should consistently shift
from raw material components to the dominance
of social capital and knowledge [13].

Moshkina D. A. believes that the "regional
development strategy” is based on principles and
factors that form investment attractiveness and is
capable of facilitating a qualitative transition to a
new optimal and dominant state through the use
of new ideas, scientific and technical solutions,
proposals, and intellectual labor [14].

Kukharska N. notes that the "regional devel-
opment strategy” is an intermediate document
that requires constant adjustment and serves as
a mechanism for coordinating the efforts of all
levels of executive power, public and private enti-
ties, and public organizations [15]. We consider
Kucharska N.'s opinion on the necessity of con-
tinuous adjustment and coordination of efforts
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among all stakeholders in the strategy develop-
ment process to be valid.

Some scholars consider the regional develop-
ment strategy in the context of specific spheres
or types of activities. For instance, Shpylova V. O.
definesthe strategyforthe socio-economic devel-
opment of the region as a mechanismthatensures
the region’s competitiveness based on [16]:

— long-term strategic goals for the region’s
socio-economic development as a competitive
participant in the economic system;

— resources necessary to achieve strategic
goals;

— a management system that ensures the
achievement of strategic goals and development
based on the coordinated interests of the popula-
tion, authorities, and businesses.

lichuk V. P., Khomenko I. O., and Lysenko I. V.
define the 'strategy for the development
of mechanical engineering” as the maximum uti-
lization of the region’s existing production poten-
tial, its expansion, and technological renewal
[17, p. 184], while the "strategy for the develop-
ment of the healthcare system” is seen as a fur-
ther enhancement of the efficiency and quality
of medical services [17, p. 252].

Tulchynska S. O., when analyzing the strategy
for the innovative development of regions, defines
it as a meso-level strategy that is intermediate
between macro- and micro-innovation strate-
gies and serves as a connecting link between the
macroeconomic strategy at the regional level and
state policy for regional development [18].

Konarivska O. B., Yakovyshyna M. S., and
Hordiichuk A. O. define the "innovative strategy
for the development of the tourism business in
the region” as a generalized action model of local
authorities and other interested audiences (sci-
ence, business, public, etc.), acting within the
framework of the general tourism development
strategy in the country, to identify innovative vec-
tors for the development of the tourism sector
through coordination of efforts and allocation
of financial, material, labor, and informational
resources [9].

Thus, the definitions of development strategy
provided by Shpylova V. O. [16], lichuk V. P,
Khomenko I. O., and Lysenko I. V. [17], Tulchyn-
skaS. 0.[18], Konarivska O. B.,YakovyshynaM. S.,
and Hordiichuk A. O. [9], clarify the understand-
ing of this concept by adding specific features
related to certain spheres or types of activities.

Therefore, scholars highlight the following key
features of the regional development strategy:

— understanding of goals, paths, and mecha-
nisms;

— target
achievement;

benchmarks; direction of goal
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direction of development;

action plan;

set of priorities and management actions;
set of measures;

— focus on improvement.

Conclusions. Thus, the regional development
strategy is proposed to be understood as a com-
prehensive target action program based on the
maximum utilization of the potential of an eco-
nomically and administratively independent part
of the country’s territory, aimed at ensuring bal-
anced reproductive socio-ecological-economic
processes with positive dynamics and sustaina-
ble development.

Such an understanding of the essence of
the regional development strategy allows us not
to diminish the significance of the strategy (by
comparing it to a plan or model), independently
determine target priorities for positive dynamic
transformations, taking into account the specific
potential and needs of the region.
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